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With more than 10 % of all infections worldwide due to the use of contaminated injection equipment, HIV/AIDS epidemics among injecting drug users remain a serious concern for the global response to AIDS. If Sub-Saharan Africa and the Caribbean are excluded, this rate raises even to 30 to 40 %.
Historically, in virtually all countries, except for those in Sub-Saharan Africa and the Caribbean, HIV/AIDS epidemics started in injecting drug using populations, moved from there, via bridging populations into the general population. Such epidemics are usually very explosive, meaning that often in less than 6 months more than 50% of all injecting drug users in a specific locality are infected with HIV. Furthermore, epidemics driven by unsafe injecting remain the fastest growing epidemics in the world (Eastern Europe, Central Asia). HIV/AIDS rates among injecting drug users will remain high such as in India, Thailand, China, if not forcefully addressed with a package of comprehensive interventions. Growing HIV/AIDS epidemics among injecting drug users are currently observed in Kenya, Tanzania, Mauritius, Ivory Coast, North Africa and the Middle East.
The international community has at various occasions reiterated that the coverage with effective HIV/AIDS services is very low, in many countries below five per cent, for injecting drug users.  The General Assembly has called for coming as close as possible to universal access to HIV/AIDS prevention, treatment, care and support by the year 2010.

Purpose and scope

This consultation, jointly organized with the UNAIDS family, will provide a space for the exchange of experiences on programme development and implementation of HIV/AIDS prevention and care among injecting drug users. The meeting will also reflect on the progress made to date and identify common challenges to scaling up and sustaining national HIV/AIDS responses as it relates to injecting drug use. To stimulate and inform the discussions, it is anticipated that National AIDS Programme Managers will participate in this technical consultation.
The organizers of the consultation will attempt to have balanced participation from all regions of the world.

Organization of the consultation

A senior UN official will open the consultation. The meeting will be divided in plenary and working group sessions; each session will be chaired by one of the participants and another of the participants will be the rapporteur.
Selected country presentations will be made during the plenary sessions.  These sessions will also serve as a common space for working groups to rejoin to exchange on respective discussions and further reflect on the issues at hand.

Four working group sessions will reflect on the strengths, opportunities, weaknesses, threats and the way forward as it relates to HIV prevention and care for injecting drug users.  Groups will then be invited to report back to and discuss with colleagues in the plenary.
